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Workshop to address Kelly-area concerns 
Web Posted: 05/13/2006 12:00 AM CDT

San Antonio Express-News 

The public is invited to a workshop concerning the Kelly area development from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. today at 
Dwight Middle School, 2454 W. Southcross Blvd.  

The workshop, sponsored by the Kelly Area Collaboration, will address health concerns, environmental 
quality and economic development of the communities and neighborhoods around the former Kelly AFB.  
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Luke airman dies in truck accident 
 
Staff report 

An airman assigned to Luke Air Force Base, Ariz., died May 4, when the Air Force truck she was riding in slid off a 
mountain-side road. 

Senior Airman Abby J. Bilbrey, 26, of the 56th Communications Squadron was on duty when she was killed. 
Another crash victim, Airman 1st Class Isaac Acosta, 21, also of the 56th, was treated at a civilian hospital and 
released. 

The airmen had been assigned to repair a radio transmitter atop the White Tanks Mountains, west of Luke, when 
their vehicle slid off the road and rolled about 100 feet down a hillside, reports said. Bilbrey was ejected from the 
vehicle. 
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Pilot honored for gutsy landing 
 
By Bruce Rolfsen 
Times staff writer  

Safely landing a C-17 Globemaster after the plane’s nose cone broke 
apart and suffered control problems, earned an Air Force captain the 
2005 Kolligian Trophy for safe flying. Capt. Andreas H. Ix of the 97th 
Air Mobility Wing, Altus Air Force Base, Okla., was flying a low-level 
training mission at about 300 mph when the transport jet struck a red-
tailed hawk, according to Air Force reports. 

 

The impact disintegrated the jet’s nose radome, breaking away 
sensors that fed information into the flight controls. The impact also 
sent debris into the C-17’s No. 3 engine. 

Ix realized the cockpit information he was seeing was wrong and that 
the plane wasn’t responding as it should to his commands. Working 
with the C-17’s other aircrew members, Ix was able to keep control of 
the jet and ultimately land the $203 million transport. Capt. Andreas H. Ix — U.S. Air Force 

 

Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. T. Michael Moseley hailed the performance.  

“Ix’s superior airmanship and ability to perform under extreme circumstances make him a perfect example 
of the best airmen our Air Force has to offer,” the commander said. 

Ix was to receive the Kolligian Trophy Friday at the Pentagon. 
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Maxwell officers to lose jobs 
 
By Topher Sanders 
Montgomery Advertiser 

 

More than 20 officers from Maxwell-Gunter Air Force Base will lose their jobs due to overstaffing, 
Air Force officials said Thursday. 
The Air Force notified 844 officers nationwide Wednesday that they will have to find work 
elsewhere. First Lt. John Fage, a public affairs officer stationed at Maxwell-Gunter, was one of 
those cut. 
"My one major problem with this whole process was that for most of my questions, the best 
answer I could get was 'I don't know,'" Fage said. "The whole process seemed rushed and 
thrown together. I don't feel that our leadership was properly pre- 
pared with the information those affected needed." 
More than 2,000 officers commissioned in 2002 and 2003 went before a retention board in April. 
About 40 officers stationed at Maxwell-Gunter went before the board, and 21 were let go. 
Officials with the Air Force said the move was based on budget constraints. Officers selected for 
release will lose their jobs no later than Sept. 29. 
Officers with more than seven years of active duty service qualify for a severance package. The 
package will pay 10 percent of an officer's annual salary multiplied by their years of active duty 
service. 
Officers who want to stay in the military can apply to join the Air Force Reserve, the National 
Guard or the Army. 
Fage, who only served four years, said the Air Force left him in the dark about how he would be 
reviewed by the retention board. 
"There should've been a lot more guidance and information available for those who needed it, 
including how they would be evaluated by the board," he said. "The Air Force is going to lose a 
lot of very sharp, outstanding troops and they deserve better than an 'I don't know.'" 
Lt. Col. Catherine A. Reardon, a Pentagon spokeswoman, said the Air Force was completely 
forthright with officers that had to go before the board. 
"From spread the word briefings, to a dedicated Web site, and a direct phone line to the force 
shaping office at the Air Force Personnel Center, the lines of communication were open to 
provide affected officers as much information as possible regarding force shaping and the board," 
she said. 
Fage, who holds a bachelor's degree in communication and a master's degree in public 
administration, said he will find work in the private sector and explore options with the Air Force 
Reserve. 
Reardon said the decision to release the officers was a difficult one. 
"The Air Force values the service and sacrifice of all airmen who volunteer to serve," she said. 
"And separating officers was a difficult decision that we did not take lightly." 
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STRIKE POSSIBLE 
 
KFDX-TV 3 Web Site, Thursday, May 11, 2006 
 
Some union workers at Sheppard Air Force Base say the rising cost of health insurance 
may force them to strike. In two days, if machine union members and Lear Siegler 
representatives don`t reach an agreeable contract, about 400 machine workers will hit 
the picket lines. Lear Siegler wants to increase health care costs for union workers, but 
workers are not buying it. Union rep`s will present a contract to union members on 
Saturday. If it is rejected, members say they will strike at midnight on Sunday. 
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Prospects ‘enduring’ for Vance, Cooper says 
By Jeff Mullin Senior Writer 
May 13, 2006 Page A1 and A3 
CNHI News Service  
— Enduring. Webster’s Dictionary defines it as “lasting, permanent.” 
Enduring also is a word government officials are liberally applying to military facilities that 
survived the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure Round, said Vance Development Authority 
member Mike Cooper. 
Cooper, who chairs the statewide Oklahoma Strategic Military Planning Commission, recently 
attended a meeting in Atlanta at which representatives of military communities got together with 
representatives of the Department of Defense’s Office of Economic Adjustment. 
The prime topic of discussion was how military communities whose facilities will be expanding 
as the result of BRAC can apply for federal funds to help build up local infrastructure needed to 
accommodate that growth. 
During the sessions, Cooper said, DoD representatives like William Anderson, assistant secretary 
of the Air Force for installations, environment and logistics, and Fred Kuhn, Air Force deputy 
assistant secretary for installations, repeatedly used the phrase “enduring facilities,” to refer to 
bases that remain after BRAC 2005. 
“You could tell it was a key word they used to describe our facilities,” said Cooper. “I think that 
is a pretty positive thing, an indication that the facilities that remain will grow and expand. 
“When we talk about our long-range plan to protect and enhance Vance and its mission, it is 
great to feel they (the DoD) feel that way, too.” 
Much of Cooper’s discussion with DoD officials at the conference concerned Lawton, since Fort 
Sill will see an increase of more than 3,600 new jobs as a result of BRAC. 
But Cooper said VDA will seek federal dollars to help with the upcoming $4 million project to 
pave and widen Wheat Capital Road, which runs south of the base and will be the access road for 
the $8.7 million Armed Forces Reserve Center to be constructed on base. 
“We are going to try to fund the road through a cooperative effort (between the city, and state) 
like we did the Southgate work,” said Cooper, “but if we can inject federal dollars into the mix, 
great.” 
Another project that might fit Office of Economic Adjustment criteria is the proposed extension 
of the crosswind runway at Enid Woodring Regional Airport. The runway needs to be extended 
to be able to accommodate Vance planes. Extending the crosswind runway would enable Vance 
to close its own crosswind runway, which would give Vance officials more options when 
deciding how to use land given to the Air Force by the city of Enid. 
“That would allow them (the Air Force) to do long-range planning on what they want to do with 
that land,” said Cooper. 
Another pressing need at Vance, Cooper said, is the proposed $15.7 million combined operations 
center to house the base’s flying training squadrons. Some money for that project will come from 
the nearly $40 million allocated as the result of BRAC. The BRAC commission decided to move 
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some of the undergraduate pilot training program, as well as part of the Introduction to Fighter 
Fundamentals program, from Moody AFB in Georgia to Vance, and the BRAC allocation will 
help facilitate that move. In all, Vance is slated to pick up at least 99 new jobs (93 military and 
six civilian) along with 13 T-6 and 12 T-38 aircraft. 
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